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The disqualification of a judge to hear and decide a case generally affects the judge's authority to act only in regard to 
discretionary matters in the case.! The judge is not prevented from making orders that are purely formal and ministerial” such 
as signing an order appointing a visiting judge to try the case,” statutorily transferring a case to the proper court,“ drawing an 
emergency panel of jurors for the term and setting the date for them to report? certifying to a transcript of a judgment rendered 
by the judge's predecessor, reducing to writing an oral ruling,’ arranging the calendar or regulating the order of business, ® and 


making such formal orders as are necessary to the progress of the cause.” 


A chief judge of a judicial circuit, after self-recusing in a case, had authority to poll other judges in the circuit to ascertain 
whether any other judge could sit on the case, as this was purely ministerial in nature and resulted in no substantive rulings in 
the case.!° Also, any error in a judge's setting a hearing in a custody proceeding after a recusal was promptly corrected by the 


proper special judge and there was nothing to suggest that the order was anything but a ministerial error. 1 


The disqualified judge may also carry out provisions of a remand order. 12 


Actions of a judge which go beyond ministerial acts include entering a contempt conviction and sentence against a party, as this 
affects the substantive rights of the party; 1? entering a proposed order following a hearing, where the order set forth findings 
and conclusions that were not made at the hearing and the transcript was unclear; !4 and entering an order approving a settlement 


and distribution of an estate. ° 
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Cases: 


Assigned judge lost all authority to decide substantive matters upon recusing himself, including whether he should have recused 
himself after all, and thus, judge could not rescind his recusal and issue judgment in dissolution proceeding; although there 
was no record of recusal in the record, wife's attorney made statements during hearing that implied that he agreed that judge 
announced that he was recusing himself because his nephew was an attorney at the same law firm as wife's attorney's, when 
the judge announced his recusal, wife's attorney asked him to reconsider, and several days later, the judge announced that he 
had consulted with the chief judge and decided to rescind his recusal, and judge did not obtain remittal for reinstatement from 
parties. Ill. Sup. Ct. R. 63; 735 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/2-1001(a)(3)(iii). In re Marriage of Peradotti, 2018 IL App (2d) 180247, 
427 Ill. Dec. 305, 117 N.E.3d 1242 (App. Ct. 2d Dist. 2018). 
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